
 
 
 

 
 

   

Tudor Revels  

Teacher notes 
 

Duration: 90 minutes 

Meeting Point: Great Hall 

Explore how Henry VIII was portrayed during his reign through entertainment 
(revels) at his court. 

In this session children are introduced to one of the works of John Skelton, who 
wrote many poems and plays (masques) for Henry VIII's pleasure. Children will 
explore and rehearse one masque and perform it in the Great Hall. 

Learning Objectives: 

Children will: 

• Understand Tudor Literature. 

• Find out what a masque is and how and why they were performed at the 
Tudor court. 

• Perform a piece of contemporary Tudor poetry in a historic space. 

National Curriculum Links 

This session supports: 

History 

• Developing appropriate used of historical terms. 

English (spoken language) 

• Participating in role-play and performances. 

English (reading) 

• Listening to and discussing poetry. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

   

During your session: 

Please note that the 1:10 staff to pupil ratio which we ask for throughout your visit 
still applies during your learning session. We ask that sufficient adults remain with 
the group as they will be encouraged to join in with the session activities. For Health 
& Safety reason, our sessions are for a maximum of 35 pupils.  

The session your group has booked with us takes place on the visitor route. 

 

Please meet your workshop presenter in the Great Hall, shown as a star on the map 
above. This is where your costumed session presenter will meet you at your 
allocated start time. However, if there is anyone in your group who has difficulty 
using stairs, they should make themselves known to the warder on the East Gate 
who can take them in the lift to the Great Hall. We recommend you allow 15 minutes 
before the start of the session for this transfer. 
 

For your information, parts of this session may include time outside so please 

encourage your pupils to dress accordingly.  


